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CONFIDENTIAL  BOGOTA  000533 

SIPDIS 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  DECL:  02/05/2017 

TAGS:  KTIA  MARR  PREF  PREL  SNAR  MOPPS  CO 

SUBJECT:  EMBASSY  SUPPORTS  SOUTHCOM  RECOMMENDATION  OF 

PALANQUERO  FOR  COOPERATIVE  SECURITY  LOCATION  (CSL) 

REF:  A.  07  BOGOTA  6988 
I.B.  07  BOGOTA  7987 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  William  R.  Brownfield  - Reasons  1.4  (b,  d) 

J.1 . (U)  This  is  an  action  request.  See  paragraph  5. 

J.2 . (C)  Summary.  Embassy  concurs  with  the  U.S.  Southcom 
recommendation  that  Palanquero  Air  Base  represents  the  best 
location  for  a possible  Cooperative  Security  Location  (CSL) 
in  Colombia.  We  request  that  the  Department  expedite 
approval  for  renewed  security  assistance  for  Colombian  Air 
Force  Units  at  Palanquero,  and  authorize  us  to  seek  official 
GOC  concurrence  with  the  Palanquero  CSL  proposal.  End 
summary . 

^3.  (C)  In  October  2007,  a U.S.  Southcom  team  visited  Colombia 
to  assess  potential  sites  for  a CSL.  The  team  focused  on  the 
commercial  airport  in  Barranquilla  and  the  German  Olano  Air 
Base  (Palanquero)  in  Cundinamarca  department.  The  team 
concluded  that  Palanquero  is  "from  a military  perspective, 
without  question  the  best  location  to  conduct  full  spectrum 
U.S.  military  and  interagency  operations."  The  facility's 
runway  is  in  excellent  condition;  the  location  is  secure  with 
minimal  force  protection  concerns;  it  has  excellent  support 
and  logistical  facilities  including  a reliable  fuel  supply; 
and  the  site  would  require  only  modest  infrastructure 
improvements  for  long-term  U.S.  use. 

^4.  (C)  Palanquero  hosts  the  Colombian  Air  Force's  Air  Combat 
Command  -1  (CACOM-1),  which  the  Department  suspended  from 
receiving  U.S.  security  assistance  in  January,  2003,  due  to 
the  Air  Force's  refusal  to  provide  a credible  account  of  the 
CACOM-1 's  bombing  of  the  village  of  Santo  Domingo  on  December 
13,  1998  (reftels).  The  incident  left  17  civilians  dead. 

After  the  manslaughter  conviction  of  two  pilots  and  a 
technician  in  the  Santo  Domingo  case  in  September,  2007, 

Embassy  requested  that  the  Department  lift  the  suspension 
(Ref  A)  on  assistance  to  CACOM-1  and  Palanquero. 

J.5 . (C)  The  Embassy  endorses  the  Southcom  technical  assessment 
that  Palanquero  represents  the  best  site  for  a CSL.  We 
request  that  the  Department  review  and  lift  remaining 
restrictions  on  CACOM-1  per  Ref  A.  Embassy  also  requests 
that  Department  authorize  it  to  approach  the  GOC  to  seek 
official  concurrence  on  the  Palanquero  CSL  proposal. 


Brownfield 


